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This Olde Housewalk Considers Improvements, Changes for 2010 Comeback





By now everyone should know that there will not be a Housewalk this year. We could not get enough homeowners to volunteer. I would like to thank the Goron’s at 1207 Taylor, the Kavalesko’s at 1210 Taylor, the McKee’s at 420 Whitney and the All Saints Greek Orthodox Church who volunteered for this year and so graciously committed for This Olde Housewalk 2010. Our search committee will be revisiting the homeowners that stated they would be on in 2010. The Housewalk committee will be meeting throughout the year to discuss new ideas. We will be mailing out survey postcards to the people on our Housewalk mailing list to get their opinions on some new ideas that we will be discussing at our next Housewalk meeting. 


Many people through the years have asked us to change the date to another time of year and maybe this would be a good time to change. If there is a better time of year you would like to see the Housewalk take place, your input is welcomed. It is important to make sure that there is not another event planned on that date which would take away from our attendance. Also, we must take into consideration the type of weather associated with the date so it would not make walking to and through the homes unpleasant. Please let me know if you have any ideas by emailing me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jkella@rogina.com" ��jkella@rogina.com� or calling the CAPA line.





2009 CAPA Board Members





Rebecca Darley 		President


Tom Cawley 		Vice-President


Jean Carmack Nick 	Treasurer


Peggy Field 		Secretary


John Kella 		Housewalk Director


Scott Reyna 		Membership Director


Michael Sawyer 		Newsletter Director


Larry Bienias 		Marketing Director


Dennis Phelps 		Block Captain/


Welcoming Director


Bob Nachtrieb 		Zoning Director


Jillian Sawyer 		At-Large Director


Kim Mendes 		At-Large Director


Steve Mott 		At-Large Director


Diane Harris 		At-Large Director

















Reasons to Become a CAPA Volunteer


to assure progress	


to be an agent of change


to be part of a team


to be challenged  


to become an “insider” 


to demonstrate commitment to a cause/belief 


to gain leadership skills  


to have an impact 


to learn something new 


to be a watchdog 


to feel good


to feel needed


to feel proud 


to make new friends


to get to know a community 


because there is no one else to do it





USF CAMPUS MASTER PLAN UPDATE MEETING ANNOUNCED





The University of St. Francis is pleased to invite the Cathedral Area neighborhood to its Campus Master Plan Update meeting Tuesday, March 10. The university is beginning the final work on Phase 1 and will provide an update as to what has been accomplished so far. Discussions are just beginning regarding the possible components of Phase 2, but information regarding the planning process will be discussed. Area property owners will receive a postcard reminding them about the meeting. 


The Campus Master Plan Update will be at 7 p.m. in San Damiano Hall on the third floor of the Motherhouse. The Motherhouse is at the corner of Plainfield Road and Taylor Street. The meeting is during spring break, so parking should be available at the front of the Motherhouse, off of Plainfield Road; in lot D on Taylor Street; and in lot A on Wilcox and Douglas. 


To help with planning, please let us know if you will attend the meeting by calling (815) 740-3496 or contact Vicki Rooney at www.stfrancis.edu/update to RSVP.











CAPA Streetscape Grant Recipients Announced at Winter Membership Dinner





Brian and Sally Giegrich of 310 N. Prairie Ave.


Project scope included tuck pointing, windows, roof, soffit, gutters and exterior paint.


Project complete.





Jeffery and Danielle Weiss of 516 Western Ave.


Scope of project included rebuilding of front porch. Porch was demolished in its entirety, 


but all materials from existing porch (stone and brick) were saved to complete the porch while


saving its historic value.


Project complete with the exception of landscaping to be done in the spring.





Donna J. Hudak of 260 Nicholson St.


Project scope to include tuck pointing of chimney.


Completion is likely for spring or early summer.





Vinnie and Kim Mendes of 416 Cornelia St.


Project scope included the rebuilding of their front portico. Work was completed summer of 2008.
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NEW YEAR, GREAT TIME FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP DRIVE





Changing times are under way for CAPA membership. Throughout the last year, CAPA has been in the process of bringing its membership rolls up to date by eliminating invalid memberships and removing members when dues go unpaid. Because of this effort, the actual membership count has declined to 234 paid households. Current members now receive invoices two months before their renewal date. As an additional reminder, expiration dates appear on Landmark mailing labels. 


In the upcoming months, CAPA will embark on a membership drive that will increase the membership count by at least 50%, resulting in more than 400 members. To reach this goal, we need the participation of existing members to organize and execute this drive. If you want to help CAPA grow in this new year, please contact Scott Reyna, Membership Director, at (815) 726-4576 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:sareyna@sbcglobal.net" ��sareyna@sbcglobal.net�.


CAPA membership is affordable at only $15 per year, or renew for three years at the discounted rate of $40. Membership inquiries may be made by emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:membership@capajoliet.net" ��membership@capajoliet.net�. 





IMPORTANCE OF CAPA MEMBERSHIP





	CAPA collaborates with the City of Joliet and the Joliet Historic Preservation Commission to achieve street improvements, historic lighting, signage and artwork. It partners with schools to benefit area students. It underwrites its own Streetscape Grant Program to help homeowners improve and beautify their houses. It consults with the Joliet Neighborhood Oriented Policing Team by hosting the Cathedral Area’s officer’s report at CAPA meetings to ensure a safe neighborhood. CAPA meets with the city regarding zoning and ordinance enforcement so that the neighborhood remains intact as a historic area. Tell your neighbors about the benefits of being a CAPA member today!




















CAPA Photo Document 2009





�





The Cathedral Area Preservation documentary project will be produced by University of St. Francis students studying photography and overseen by Chester Costello. In the project the students would comprehensively document the homes, churches, business, inhabitants, and public spaces in the Cathedral area. Students will photograph with standard 35 mm, medium format, and large format cameras. This project will commence in the spring of 2009 and continue throughout the summer. Electronic files from the project will be given to the CAPA organization for promotional and marketing purposes. 


In addition, an exhibition of the work produced would be presented at the MPAC Gallery during the autumn semester of 2009. Because of inclement weather, we would like to start with interior photos. If you would like to volunteer your home for an interior photo, please contact me.





Contact:


Chester Costello, Chair


School of Art and Design


University of St. Francis


500 Wilcox Street


Joliet, IL 60435





E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mcostello@stfrancis.edu" �mcostello@stfrancis.edu�


Phone: (815) 740-3821







































































DATES TO REMEMBER








CAPA Board of Directors Meetings





Monday, March 2, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.





Monday, April 6, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.





First Presbyterian Church 


(Raynor andWestern) 1st floor











A Letter of Gratitude-- 15 years of service





I would like to thank our neighbors for allowing me to have the wonderful experience of acting as the CAPA secretary for the past 15 years. I have worked with some wonderful presidents. John Kella, Rich Marose, Sandy Martin, Kurt Schackmuth and now, Rebecca Darley, have always made my job very easy with their efficiency and professionalism. Tom Cawley is a wonderful presence on our board, able to cite the history of our neighborhood as well as being able to envision our future. And I cannot say enough about Jean Nick, a substitute in my absences, always being sure that the meetings were recorded and providing a sounding board for my concerns and ideas. The other members of our board are hard-working volunteers who try to make the best decisions for the greater good. We can’t please everyone, but we sure have tried. Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank my husband, Jim, who has kept me grounded and advised me on matters that were far past my areas of expertise.


	It has been over 15 years since I walked into the basement of the Cathedral of St. Raymond a member of this organization and came out an elected representative. I have learned a lot about how our neighborhood has grown and prospered, as well as how our city and citizens work together to do great things. I have enjoyed it, taken pride in it and worked hard at it. Now it is time for new ideas and new volunteers.


	Jim and I plan to stay on Raynor Avenue, and we are proud to say we live in the greatest neighborhood in the city of Joliet. I look forward to spring and visiting with many of you as you pass our front porch on your daily walks.


	God bless!


	Denise Powers


 





�


The CAPA Board of Directors meets on the first Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. (except in July and September) at the First Presbyterian Church (Raynor and Western) to review business matters, discuss major neighborhood issues, provide updates on projects and address concerns of the neighborhood brought forward by residents and friends of CAPA. Residents in the neighborhood are more than welcome to attend all meetings. The next meeting is Monday, March 2, 2009.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.stfrancis.edu/about/sealsm.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS





Police emergency				911


Police non-emergency			(815) 726-2491


Neighborhood Services			(815) 724-4090


CAPA zoning (Bob Nachtrieb) 		(815) 722-0261


CAPA streets/lights (Gordie Kinzler) 	(815) 726-5113


CAPA President (Rebecca Darley) 	� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@capajoliet.net" �info@capajoliet.net�


CAPA phone line 			(815) 726-4163


USF Concerns (Nancy Pohlman) 	(815) 740-3379


					� HYPERLINK "mailto:npohlman@stfrancis.edu" �npohlman@stfrancis.edu�








Our Mission


The Cathedral Area Preservation Association (CAPA) of Joliet, Illinois, is a not-for-profit neighborhood organization dedicated to preserving, maintaining and promoting the Cathedral Area.  CAPA strives to develop a prosperous community through historic preservation education and the promotion of respect for old homes.





The Landmark is published by the Cathedral Area Preservation Association. Copyright © 2006. Please email submissions and ideas to � HYPERLINK "mailto:ideas@capajoliet.net" ��ideas@capajoliet.net� . For membership information, please send inquires to � HYPERLINK "mailto:membership@capajoliet.net" ��membership@capajoliet.net�.  





From the President’s Desk. . .





As I look back on 2008, I realize that it was a very busy year and much was accomplished. Neighbors came together whether it was for work or fun and sometimes both. We had a neighborhood spring clean up day. We revived the CAPA Block Party. New bylaws were written to help CAPA be more effective. Goodson Park was created out of a vacant, garbage filled city lot. We had a very successful “This Old Housewalk.”





CAPA is completely reliant on the volunteerism of its members. Many volunteers served on the board this year and some have moved on. I want to thank each person who donated their time and hard work by serving on the board this year. Those moving on include: Ann Reyna, Bryan Schmidt, Amy Benish, Leah Kapsimalis, Kathy Curtis, Derek Hackney, Megan Gilkerson, Ben Komar and Denise Powers. I also give a warm welcome to our new board members: Peggy Field, Diane Harris, Kim Mendes, Steve Mott and Dennis Phelps. 2009 promises to be a good year with new ideas and talent joining those who have already been working hard to promote and preserve the Cathedral Area. 





There are many ways for every member of CAPA to contribute. If you would like to help with zoning or marketing, these committees are ongoing and could use your help. In the near future, we will be forming committees to focus on membership, fundraising and other upcoming activities. We are also in need of block captains throughout the Cathedral Area. Communication between the residents of the Cathedral Area is essential for a strong 


community and our Zone/Block captains are an important part of this


 communication chain.  If you would like to become more active in your


 neighborhood, please contact me and I will put you in touch with the


 appropriate person. 





Looking forward to hearing from you,


Rebecca Darley, CAPA President


(815) 723-9241, krdarley@sbcglobal.net














CAPA Neighborhood Celebrates the Holiday Season at Jacob Henry Mansion


About 110 people attended the annual Winter Membership Dinner Saturday, January 24. Along with CAPA members, Councilwoman and CAPA Member Jan Quillman, Councilman Turk, Councilman Uremovic, Councilman Giarrante, Nancy Schults-Voots, and Mrs. Art Schultz also attended.  Not only did attendees enjoy cocktails, delicious appetizers and a buffet-style dinner, but they also were able to socialize with old neighbors while also meeting new ones.   


As guests arrived, ballots were filled out to elect a new CAPA Board. After dinner, President Rebecca Darley spoke and reminisced about all that CAPA had accomplished during the year. An award was given to Denise Powers, secretary, in appreciation and recognition for her 15 years of service on the CAPA board. One of the highlights of the evening came with the announcement that the Cathedral Area Preservation Award was being renamed the P. Seth Magosky Historic Preservation Award with the 2008 award going to P. Seth Magosky, posthumously. Seth was a CAPA board member who had a passion for Joliet’s historic homes. The award was accepted by Seth’s father, mother and sister.


Emily Harper, a nursing student, who attended Joliet West, was awarded CAPA’s educational scholarship to University of St. Francis. Recipients of the CAPA Streetscape grant were also announced. Attendees once again enjoyed this annual dinner held at the Jacob Henry Mansion to celebrate the accomplishments of the past year, recount events and stories, meet new neighbors and reconnect with others. 








ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE





Would you like to advertise directly to the Cathedral area neighborhood while supporting the Cathedral Area Preservation Association? The Landmark, published 5-6 times a year and mailed to over 200 members, businesses and dignitaries, is looking for businesses to advertise in the newsletter throughout the year. All current ads must be renewed before the end of February 28, 2009, in order to be included in our March newsletter. Advertising in The Landmark is a great way to reach out and support your neighborhood and community while promoting your business.


	For more information about advertising in The Landmark, contact Michael Sawyer, Newsletter Director, at (815) 726-2698 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:msawyer21@msn.com" �msawyer21@msn.com�. 








P.O. Box 3662      Joliet, IL 60434








Moving? Please notify CAPA 


with any address changes.








Return service requested











The Cathedral Area’s Premier Source for Neighborhood and Historic Preservation Information     








CAPA Donates to St. John’s Food Pantry


�


Every year at the Annual Membership Dinner, we ask attendees to bring non-perishable goods that are then donated to the St. John’s Food Pantry. Local food pantries, such as St. John’s, have been inundated with families looking for help recently. An excerpt from a letter sent to CAPA from Marianne Manley, St. John’s Food Pantry Coordinator, details some of the ways our organization has given to our community.


“On behalf of our clients and volunteers, I want to thank you and the CAPA members who generously donated food, paper products and cash to the St. John’s Food Pantry. With your help, we assisted 108 families representing 466 people yesterday in addition to registering 14 new families. Last year, we were seeing about 80 families a week and now we are seeing over 100 families. Since our pantry only serves people west of the river in the 60435 area code, most of our clients come from our own neighborhood and walk to the pantry for food.”  


If you were unable to attend the dinner but would still like to donate time or goods, please contact Marianne Manley at (815)727-4788.


“Again, we would like to thank you and all of the other CAPA members who donated so generously to our food pantry. Our volunteers and especially our clients are very grateful to you for your assistance. Thank you for your generosity and support of our work.”


Sincerely,


Marianne Manley


Food Pantry Coordinator	

















Volunteer Opportunities Await





My name is Dennis Phelps, and I live at 909 Campbell Street with my wife of 41 years, Marilyn. I am your new Block Captain/Welcoming Director. Thank you for the privilege to be able to serve you, my neighbors, in a way that will benefit all of us. I am new to this position, but with your help, I am sure I will learn quickly. That’s the thing about volunteering-- you’re not expected to know everything at first, so please don’t hesitate to give of your time and effort for the betterment of the cause. No matter what the job is, they are all important, and we are all reaching for the same goal. 


We moved to Joliet 13 years ago. The first person that came to our door was a very friendly and bubbly lady holding a potted plant. As every new homeowner knows, to get compliments on your new (in our case old) home is very rewarding. At that time, Jan Quillman was the welcoming person for CAPA. Jan and her husband, Tom, have remained friends all these years. It didn’t stop with Jan. Many people in CAPA have become our friends over the years.  Welcoming new neighbors is critical for the future of CAPA. It is also a way to make people feel welcome and part of our community.  


Information is critical for the safety and well-being of our families and property. Being a block captain is a good way to make sure that information is passed along to every home, not just the CAPA members. Block captains are also an integral part of fighting crime and making sure our beautiful homes remain single family. Being a block captain is a good way to protect your neighborhood without having to give up a lot of your free time. It is as simple as handing out flyers a few times a year. There are still many blocks that need block captains.  


If you would like to volunteer, call me at (815) 727-4009 or email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dennislowell@hotmail.com" �dennislowell@hotmail.com�. 








CAPA now has a voice on the Unity Community Development Corporation Board of Directors. Rebecca Darley was elected at the 2008 Annual Meeting of Unity CDC. Future plans for Districts 4 & 5 are clearly outlined and moving forward. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.unitycdc.org/" \o "blocked::http://www.unitycdc.org/" \t "_blank" �www.unitycdc.org� and view the live video of the 2008 Annual Meeting.








�
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